It is More Than a Good Book
March 22, 2026			2 Timothy 3:16-17 2 Peter 1:20-21 
This morning I want to look at a book that almost everyone has. (Hold up the Bible) It is called the Bible. It is so much more than just a “good book,” as it is often called. It is actually made up of 66 individual books, written by forty different authors, covering over 1,500 years of human history. It is written in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek) and tells of events on three different continents (Asia, Africa and Europe) and in 16 countries. It is split into two sections. We call them the Old and New Testaments. Yet, you need to see the whole thing as being one complete volume. 
This book tells us who we are, where we came from, why we are here and where we are going. God reveals that He is our creator, that He is our ruler, and that He will be our judge. This book contains the greatest story ever told, the wonderful story of God’s love and his plan to redeem a fallen creation. But here is the key question: Can we believe it? 
One day a pastor noticed a little girl holding a big storybook under her arm entitled “Jonah and the Whale.” Feeling a little mischievous, he knelt beside the girl and asked, “What’s that in your hand?” This is my storybook about Jonah and the whale,” she answered. He said, “Do you believe that story about Jonah and the whale?” The girl said, “Yes.” The pastor looked at her and said, “You really believe a man can be swallowed up by a big whale, stay inside him all that time, and come out okay?” She declared, “Yes! This story is in the Bible, and we talked about it in Sunday School today.” Then the pastor asked, “Can you prove to me this story is true?” The girl said, “When I get to heaven, I’ll ask Jonah.” Finally, the pastor asked, “What if Jonah’s not in heaven?” The girl put her hands on her hips and sternly declared, “Then YOU can ask him!” 
A lot of people question the veracity of the Bible. They point to its human origins and suggest that it contains numerous flaws and unbelievable stories like Jonah and the whale. They ask, “How can it not contain errors and flaws?” Yet, what is really incredible is the fact that there are around 14,000 manuscripts of the Old Testament that have been certified as authentic. If you laid all of them side by side, you’d find 1 variation every 1580 words and 99% of them are spelling variations! 
Until 1947 the best text available was Masoretic Text (which dates between 500-900 A.D.) Between 1947 and 1956 the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in caves in Qumran and they were authenticated to have been written between 250 – 150 BC. Guess what? Even after 1,000 years of copying and recopying, the only notable differences found had to do with spelling and not content. 
Furthermore, there are 24,000 authenticated copies of the New Testament. 5,300 in Greek, 10,000 in Latin, 9,300 in other languages. If you laid them side by side, you’d find less than 1 variation in every 1000 words. Again, these variations are simply from a scribe copying a word wrong or inverting a letter. There is little to think that anything has been changed, altered or misconstrued. Great care has been taken to deliver the most accurate translations possible to ensure the integrity of the manuscript beginning with John Wycliffe’s English translation in 1,380 AD. In 1378, Wycliffe wrote, 
“Holy Scripture is the pre-eminent authority for every Christian and the rule of faith...it is necessary for all men, not for priests alone...Christ and His Apostles taught the people in the language best known to them... therefore the doctrine should not only be in Latin... believers should have the Scriptures in a language which they fully understand.”
The Bible has been described as God’s love letter to his children. Wycliffe was right. It was meant to be read by people like you and me. Oddly enough, Wycliffe was called a heretic for his belief. One of his followers, John Huss, was burned at the stake in 1415 for making that same claim. Yet since that time, the Bible has been translated into 1,800 languages. I believe that this was God’s plan. 
I talked to the children about owner’s manuals we have for our cars. Everything you need to know is in that manual. That’s what this book is for us. It tells us everything we need to know about God, our lives, and why we are here. It is a history book that tells us God’s story. It is a book of poetry which speaks of God’s love. It is roadmap that points us to our eternal salvation. It is an instruction manual that gives us the key to a good life, a life that is pleasing to God. Timothy tells us in his second letter that this book, the Bible, is inspired, it is God breathed and everything we need to live a life that has meaningful and is blessed by God. It is a treasure to be cherished and used.
There was a survey taken a number of years ago that found that 42 percent of Americans say they believe that the Bible is the literal word of God, but almost half of them believe that the Bible is too hard to understand, so very few of them actually read the very book they claim as God’s word.

Peter tells us in his second letter that the inspiration that we have didn’t come from the minds of the people who wrote it down. It was inspired by the Holy Spirit. Both writers used words like “God breathed” and “God spoken” to describe what we have in this book. It’s clear the writers believed that it was THE ONE BOOK that surpasses all others. It was not just another good book. 
The Bible came about through as process that began with Jewish scholars. By the time Jesus came along, what we call the Old Testament was pretty much accepted by the early Christians. Even Jesus made reference to it quite often. The New Testament went through a similar rigorous process of authorization. What we have today is something they believed was given to us by God.

The one thing that stands out throughout the Bible is that it is consistent. Josh McClure’s Crimson thread… Its main message is that God has been working throughout history to restore his broken relationship with the human race. God created us and we ruined that relationship when we chose sin over God. The Good News is that despite our fall from grace, God never stopped loving us and he provided a way for us to come back to him. That makes the Bible essential for our salvation. 1 Peter 3:2 says,
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.

I like how the New Living paraphrase translation says it,

"For you have been born again. Your new life did not come from your earthly parents because the life they gave you will end in death. But this new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.”

Before you get too technical. Yes, it is Jesus Christ who saves us, not words on a page. The Bible however, is the source of our knowledge of Jesus and His saving power. The Bible is the channel that God uses to bring us to Jesus. Romans 10:17 says, 
"Faith comes from hearing and hearing from the Word of God.”

The more you know about God from reading His Word, the more you learn to trust Him. Not only that, but it has all the answers on how to live life. From it you can find timeless answers to raising kids, improving your marriage, managing your emotions, handling your money, experiencing forgiveness and finding fulfillment in life. It is credible, reliable and useful… To put it another way, “We believe the Bible is fully inspired by God and is without error in its original manuscript, and is therefore the infallible (incapable of being mistaken) rule of a Christian’s faith and practice.”

So with that said, let me wrap it up by giving you seven key elements of the Doctrine of the Bible.
1) We believe it was inspired (God breathed, God given) through the Holy Spirit.
2) We believe that it is the authoritative rule of faith and life. It is God’s Word.
3) We believe it is infallible. God cannot lie so his Word is true as it was given to us. We can trust it and it will never fail us.
4) We believe that God’s Word is inerrant, in other words it is free from error. 
A lot of people will debate this clause, and I will say it is inerrant in its original documents. That’s why we want to have the best translation possible if we are to fully understand it. That may not be our favorite translation. That’s why I like to compare different translations to see where the common understandings exist or clarification makes it more understandable.
5) We believe the Scriptures are clear in their teaching about faith and practice or there is clarity in the Word on the important matters. By this I man that one can understand what it is saying, especially with things that are a matter faith and salvation.
6) We believe the Scriptures are sufficient it gives us all that is necessary for what we need to know about our salvation in Christ. 

The Bible also isn’t just another religious book like the Koran is to Islam, or the Bhagavad-Gita is to Hindus. Nor is it like the Book of Mormon, or the individual writings of Sun Myung Moon (Moonies), Joseph Rutherford or Charles Taze Russell (Jehovah Witnesses), Mary Baker Eddy (Christian Science), or L. Ron Hubbard (Scientology). It is not just a great work of literature like Homer’s Odyssey, or Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, as many people would like to believe. No, the Bible is God’s Word for our lives, and without it our lives would be without meaning and purpose, especially seeing how it is God’s roadmap to salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ.
Jesus said, “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.” John 5:39

There is no other book that even comes close, and therefore there is no other book that we need to read and understand more than the Bible. I will say it one last time: It’s not just a good book. It is THE BOOK. If you haven’t done so, pick it up and read it. Start with the New Testament and go from there. It will change your life and you will be blessed!


